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Challenges are the same for maintaining current products and future biocontrol products.

No GEP trials in the Northern EU Regulatory Zone – no product approvals

Conducting valid GEP insect trials is an increasing challenge

Insecticide testing
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• GEP trials according to regulations and 

guidelines.

• EPPO Standard test guidelines

• 137 insect crop/target combinations.

Insecticide testing
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Insecticide testing - challenges
• Trial site finding strategy and timing in terms of different 

threshold drivers:

• EPPO/protocol – challenging infestation

• EU – 27 member state consideration

• Scandinavia, Baltics and Finland are small markets - 

impact trial design driver 

• Economical thresholds – avoid challenging infestations

• Regional differences in pest pressure – hot spots

• Tracking populations and access to trial sites in time, 

population crashes

• Locked down (reserved trial area) vs. staying mobile

• Northern Regulatory zone (NEU) guidance document 

reduces requirements for number of trials/use.
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Insect trial thresholds

Presentations are typically introduction, or 

speech meant to inform, persuade, inspire, 

motivate, or present a new idea/product.
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Need for clarification and adaptation of suitable field trial thresholds.
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Threshold driver is to reduce the use of insecticide (Pollen beetle). Will farmers wait that long?

Threshold driver to prevent crop damage (Aphids in potato). Pests in 10 out of 10 fields.

High infestation for a homogenous population in field trial area, should be reached for validity



Insect trial thresholds

Presentations are typically introduction, or 

speech meant to inform, persuade, inspire, 

motivate, or present a new idea/product.
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Threshold overlap, early application – challenging scenario for field trials
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Threshold overlap, early application – challenging scenario for field trials



Areas of interest

Developing NEU catalogue of thresholds for 

insecticide field testing

Climate change and impact on agronomical 

pest populations – research?

Insect field trial network.
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Define acceptable efficacy levels for pests

New methodology and updated EPPO guidelines
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