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EU Parliament approves weakened green
rules for farmers

By Kate Abnett

April 24, 2024 5:22 PM GMT+1 - Updated 2 days ago | D | Aa | <:

French and Spanish farmers block the moterway border between France and Spain during a protest over price pressures, taxes and green
regulation,
Purchase L

shared by farmers across Europeat Biriatou, France, March 7, 2024. REUTERS/Vincent West/File Photo
ahts (7]

BRUSSELS, April 24 (Reuters) - European Union proposals to weaken the green conditions attached to the
bloc's subsidies for farmers won backing from the European Parliament on Wednesday, as policymakers

attempt to quell protests across Europe.
AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert =
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REUTERS/Leo Simon 8.1.2024
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Agroforestry in Europe — decline trend

Agrosilvopastoral
T e Silvopastoral
e Agroforestry — 6.4% of UAA -
(Utilised Agricultural Area*™), L

majority based in Mediterranean

* Silvo-pastoral systems - 5% of UAA
— 81% of total agroforestry

e 47% decline in Agroforestry 2009-18
<-> despite CAP provisioning since 2007

Source: Rubio-Delgado et al. (2023) Reduced grazing and changes in the area of agroforestry in Europe.
*https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained

The projects agromix and MIXED have received funding from the
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* * European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
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Agroforestry.,, — overlooked significance

Density distribution

AFc AFswr

Low

* Small woody features (SWF), are Lo
field boundaries, hedgerows, or = QJZ:ap;
riparian buffers.

* Agroforestryc,r — 25% of UAA #
(3.3x Agroforestry,nmon) .-

“Findings advocate for policy incentives and *,w
increased awareness among farmers to foster b : -5
the understanding of the impacts of SWF on -éir?f"..;. a
productivity and biodiversity.” AN 5
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Dataset: LUCAS survey 2015
Source: Rubio-Delgado et al. (2024) Small woody features in agricultural areas: Agroforestry systems of overlooked significance in Europe.
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European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
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Comparing AFgye - AFc

Total extent
» AF gyr: 443,770 km?

» AF: 132,317 km?
Predominance in
biogeographical regions
» AFge: Atlantic - Continental

» AF: Mediterranean

SWF: Small Woody Fealures
AF.: Common Agroforestry Systems

AFswr: SWF Agroforestry Systems




European

Commission

Catalogue of CAP interventions
Directorate-General for Agriculture and Rural Development

Please Make your selection

Intervention Type

© Direct Payment - Decoupled

Member State
© Rural Development

Specific Objective

Result Indicator
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Y Clear Type

CAP Ove rVieW based on Catalogue of CAP interventions 2
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_IGreen Intervention L] Territori
> National Intervention Code: 26.70, 3.7, 42.73, 6502.2, 6881.1, 70.01,73.01, C.3.2.2, DZ-0403,F.2.2,1 10.13.,1 8.8, SRA28, SRD@5, 11-31.5

SCAN ME
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CAP Ove rVieW based on Catalogue of CAP interventions 2

* Screened for interventions related to agroforestry:

SCAN ME

agroforest; agri* forest™; agri* wood
tree*; wood; silvo*; feature; strip
forest pasture; cork

deciduous; coniferous

> Interventions range from specific investment and area measures to the conservation
of landscape features or investments in tree nurseries = Transitions tend to be fluid.

> Interventions often include "partly wooded areas/sparse forests", "afforestation of
agricultural land“ or “landscape elements” = without clear mentions of agroforestry. b

> Countries may implement agroforestry measures, although not evident from the CAP
catalogue = depending on design at national or regional level

K The projects agromix and MIXED have received funding from the
* European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
i * ** programme under grant agreements No. 862993 and No. 862357




CAP Overview

e Specific AF interventions in nine Member States
— Only 17 out of 948 interventions

(incl. eco-schemes, AECM, investments) p,e;;’jznfnoe P 5 ' ¥ QS
o> SCre t . Qrzgtn, R
- ;anzlm’%;e 24N pre s } Ty
F Investment support for the establishment of agroforest : - eglsbas MTE o B o
entjo a 4 %
2, E8,1T, PL, T, SK) 25005000 Rl BTN | el
* number of trees (20'250) or Source: European Commission (2024): Catalogue of CAP interventions.
* linear/strip and/or scattered unknown maxk; grant Directorate-General for Agriculture and Rural Development
« positive or negative lists for tree species (d?:éige%eaqgfo;SgeS - - -
+ management plans Non-productive investments for environmental I
—— e e objectives
—_— ——— e — l (eg BE-FIanderS, FR-Corse) :
Management of agroforestry systems 60-700 EUR/ha year I °* Noclearlinkto agrqforestry _
(BE-Flanders, CZ, DE, EL, ES, IT, PL, SK, FR-Cor.) (some up to 1.500 G _Fczsug_qrwrgservatlorLang re_stcl@tgn_ - = _|
. mana_lgement: tree pruning _and protegti_on _EUR/ha year) ,——— - e g —_—— - - —
« conditions: e.g. ban of fertilizers/herbicides, tree survival rate I Maintenance of landscape features and traditional |
+ often linked to investment support | landscapes |
e area payments H I (BE-Flanders, ES, FR-Corse, PT, IT, LT, RO, HR, AT, DE, PL) I
e — I » focus on biodiversity and other environmental benefits I

« conservation of orchards
» extensive grazing w. low stocking densities

**** The projects agromix and MIXED have received funding from the

*
* * European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
s * programme under grant agreements No. 862993 and No. 862357




Policy co-design

J

The projects agromix and MIXED have received funding from the

European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
programme under grant agreements No. 862993 and No. 862357




LIMITED 0N
N& : g l%Ag'ONWW

AGROMIX SUMMIT %%,

w VE FLEyIBLE

' BASED ON
PRINCIPLES &
. LocAL CONTEXTS

(V[Io\)

FESOUP"LES FARMERS PAFRALY

) ) AUESS RELY AND fRUST |

|
\\\ : PESEARCN
CDUCATION )

oN wuuu

THERE 15 SULH A SMAUW cem CAL

MASS: 1T 15 wmcu\xwk_*k > SPEUAL (e w'ﬁ"‘)

INWN‘\O“I .

% | m:mm 4
V, L\IE g;é,ﬁ” ;§ o) P e pck \y
' A 5 mﬂm G:m B 5""‘ i é»'n':’ A
A ¥ “‘{{SMM\ s (A wwcw

https://agromixproject.eu/newsroom/incoming-eu-commission-needs-an-improved-green-deal

A?O\IND <

B\ Fonme &

12


https://agromixproject.eu/newsroom/incoming-eu-commission-needs-an-improved-green-deal

Key findings & recommendations

1. Different definitions of agroforestry exist and contradict
» Issues across regions and countries are similar, despite different contexts

2. Education, awareness raising, knowledge & skills are needed

3. Do not forget the traditional systems and what we already have
» farm woodland, small woody landscape features

4. Tenant farming is an issue across the EU for agroforestry uptake
Limited ‘food systems’ approach in policy

6. More research on economic benefits, supply chain innovations, long term trials and
impact on biodiversity (public goods) needed

https://agromixproject.eu/newsroom/incoming-eu-commission-needs-an-improved-green-deal
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https://agromixproject.eu/newsroom/incoming-eu-commission-needs-an-improved-green-deal

Policy Corner

AGROMIX aims to co-design new policies at the regional, national
and EU level that support an agroecological transition via mixed
farming and agroforestry systems

Current policies Policy recommmendations

AGROMIX partners will work to address the apparent lack of mixed farming and agroforestry
policies by systematically reviewing current agricultural policies, identifying areas for improved
policy coherence and development as well as propose new policy design and implementation

options.

The projects agromix and MIXED have received funding from the

European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
programme under grant agreements No. 862993 and No. 862357




Spotlight on England
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Participating farms in the 2024 Agroforestry Open Weekend, UK
www.agroforestryopenweekend.org
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http://www.agroforestryopenweekend.org/

15a: Actions to maintain high or medium density in-field agroforestry

15b: Actions to maintain low density in-field agroforestry

Action Action Duration Annual Action's aim Action Action Duration Annual Action’s aim
type payment type payment
(action (action
Maintain high MNew 10years £849per Anin-field agroforestry system Mam.ta”? lolw New 3years £385per  An |n—f|e.ld ag‘rofo‘restry
density in-fi H H H . arming » Food and farming industry > Agricultural Transition PL denmty in-field ha system is maintained, so
¥ in-field ha is maintained, so there's a agroforestry on there's a combination of
agroforestry combination of either trees and less sensitive land either trees and arable or
arable or horticultural crops. or horticultural crops, or trees
trees and grassland for forage and grassland for forage and
and livestock livestock
Maintain MNew 10years £595per  Aninfield agroforestry system . | 12101E2HN LOW New 10years £385per Aninfield agroforestry
medium density ha is maintained, so there's a ha system is maintained, so

in-field

combination of either trees and

15c: Actions to maintain very low density in-field agroforestry

there's a combination of

agroforestry arable or horticultural crops. or either trees and arable or
trees and grassland for forage Action Action  Duration Annual  Action’saim horticultural crops, or trees
and livestock type payment a-ncl grassland for forage and
(action livestock
Updated 19 March 202 code)
Maintain very low  New 3years £248 per  Anin-field agroforestry

Contents

Arable land, grassland and
parmanent crops

Species recovery and
management

Moorland and upland peat

density in-field ha
agroforestry on
less sensitive land

Maintainverylow  New 10years £248 per
density in-field ha
agroforestry on

more sensitive

land

system is maintained, so
there's a combination of
either trees and arable or
horticultural crops, or trees
and grassland for forage and
livestock

An in-field agroforestry
system is maintained, so
there’s a combination of
either trees and arable or
horticultural crops, or trees
and grassland for forage and
livestock

The projects agromix and MIXED have received funding from the

European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
programme under grant agreements No. 862993 and No. 862357




Tenancy update

* Tenants will be offered three-year SFl agreements to align with average length
of Farm Business Tenancies

* Not required to obtain landlord consent
e Able to leave agreement before three years if circumstances change

* Possibility for tenant farmers to ‘cash in’ on SFI / CS schemes? Landlord then
remove trees?

The projects agromix and MIXED have received funding from the

European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
programme under grant agreements No. 862993 and No. 862357




Spotlight on Serbia

Long tradition of agroforestry and mixed farming in
Serbia:

* combining arable, pastures and forests

* especially in central, south-eastern and south-
western parts given the natural conditions and
existing hilly and mountain areas.

However, there are no targeted policies as yet.

The projects agromix and MIXED have received funding from the

European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
programme under grant agreements No. 862993 and No. 862357

Windbreak system with black locust (Robinia pseudoacacia) in the
northern part of Serbia.
Picture source: Institute of Lowland Forestry and Environment (ILFE)
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Spotlight on Serbia

As a candidate country, Serbia has had the possibility to use EU pre-accession assistance (IPARD) funds
since 2015. According to the IPARD Ill programme, Measure 4 ‘agroecological measures’, will commence
implementation in 2024.

e Operation 1 - Crop rotations on arable land;

e Operation 2 - Grassing inter-row areas in permanent crop land;

e Operation 3 - Establishment and maintenance of pollinator strips;
e Operation 4 - Sustainable management of meadows and pastures.

Recipients under this Measure are agricultural holdings, natural and legal persons (including
entrepreneurs), registered in the Register of Agricultural Holdings.

Indicative budget = 17 million Euro (2021- 2027 period)

The projects agromix and MIXED have received funding from the

European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
programme under grant agreements No. 862993 and No. 862357




Spotlight on Poland

®* Windbreak systems, alley-cropping systems and silvo-pastoral

systems with dispersed trees

®* Supported by CAP interventions (establishment of in-field

Young multi-species windbreak system in the northern part of Poland.

afforestation and establishment of agroforestry systems) Picture source: Robert Borek

BUT:
* Jlow environmental awareness, AF knowledge among Polish
farmers, fragmented farm structures, illegal oral tenancy

agreement by most farmers and depopulation in rural areas

- hampers AF development

Traditional silvopastoral system with fruit trees. Southern Poland. Picture source: Robert Borek

The projects agromix and MIXED have received funding from the

European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
programme under grant agreements No. 862993 and No. 862357




Our outlook as researchers

For specific policies:
1. Low-threshold and unbureaucratic design of policy instruments needed, e.g. for small-scale farmers
2. Instruments specifically targeted to retain traditional systems

3. Establish easy combination options with other funding instruments
(e.g. in the area of extensive grazing, marketing, rewarding land workers)

4. EU Agroforestry Strategy needed
(from a food systems perspective incorporating 13 HLPE principles of agroecology*)
EU could learn from other large regions i.e. Brazil, India

Enabling framework for policies uptake:
* Social aspects of uptake, innovations actis
e Agroforestry as a transition pathway to s

* https://www.agroecology-europe.org/the-13-principles-of-agroecology

The projects agromix and MIXED have received funding from the

European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
programme under grant agreements No. 862993 and No. 862357



https://www.agroecology-europe.org/the-13-principles-of-agroecology

Please also check our poster!

Venn et al. (2024) Policies for agroforestry, a
narrative review of four ‘continental’ regions: EU,

Th a n k yO u ! India, Brazil and the U.S.A. Poster at EURAF Brno, CZ

and look out for

Dauby et al. (2024) EU Agroforestry Strategy - Policy
White paper, forthcoming October-2024

Holger Pabst, pabst@ifls.de Atk "A
Rosemary Venn, rosemary.venn@coventry.ac.uk _'\” A $QA
Ulrich Schmutz, ulrich.schmutz@coventry.ac.uk M rX ED 2AT LAY
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