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A short overview about Switzerland



250’000 ha

Peatlands by 1800

2LIN'eco - Ph. Grosvernier



22’000 ha

Peatlands by 2000
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 Two National Research Programmes on soils

 The Swiss Soil Strategy, published by the government in 2020, states that drainage of such soils is not a 
sustainable farming practice and that the only sustainable way to conserve those soils is by rewetting. 

 There is though a large gap between theses strategic objectives and a concrete implementation at the 
time.

Swiss Soil Strategy



Arable fields on peatsoils
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Mapping of potential for wet arable fields

Ökologischer Nassreisanbau

yvonne.fabian@agroscope.admin.ch

www.feuchtacker.ch

www.terresassoleeshumides.ch



Arable fields on peatsoils
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Possible developpements of 

wet arable fields

Ökologischer Nassreisanbau

yvonne.fabian@agroscope.admin.ch

paddy (rice) fields
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 Peatsoils located in protected areas, for nature and/or landscape conservation purposes, have to be 
rewetted by removing drainage pipes or blocking drainage ditches.

 A newly developed approach to design large hydrological buffer zones is taking into account the 
water regime in the catchment areas providing a sufficient water supply to peatlands.

Strictly protected peatlands



Hydrological buffer zones for mires
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Hydrological buffer zones for mires

Water supply to a mire area by runoff

Water supply to a mire area through catchment area of a river

To avoid erosion due to changes in the catchment area of a river

To avoid drainage of a mire area

Infiltration area for groundwater supply to a mire area

Pond / Lake supplying water to a mire area

Mire area

Water course

Types of buffer zones:
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 The approach has been recently developed and is now recognized as valuable by the Federal Office 
for the Environnement.

 Based upon a precautionary principle, this approach is going to be used to implement provisory 
perimeters on a national basis starting in 2022.

 At the time, there is at least one regional ongoing project that aims at implementing such 
hydrological buffer zones in discussion with landowners.

Strictly protected peatlands



Visit marais.ch
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www.marais.ch



Thank you for your attention!
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