
The European Commission
estimates that 60–70% of soils in the

EU are unhealthy as a direct result
of current management practices. 

Challenge #1
Increasing organic matter and

conserve peat soils.

Challenge #2
Soil water storage capacity.

Priority barriers 
The lack of research funding and

communication.

Each threat represents a set of
barriers and challenges to be

overcome.
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Major soil threats identified 

Soil erosion by water & wind,
declines in soil organic matter in
peat and mineral soils, soil
compaction, sealing,
contamination, salinization,
desertification, and declines in
soil biodiversity. 

CURRENT MANAGEMENT
PRACTICES

PRESERVING SOIL FROM
DEGRADATION

AUTHORS

PRIORITY SOIL CHALLENGE

TARGET STAKEHOLDERS

(C) ESDAC JRC



EJP SOIL
INNOVATION
HIGHLIGHTS

EJP SOIL STUDY - NATIONAL LEVEL
STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATIONS 

TOWARDS CLIMATE-SMART SUSTAINABLE
MANAGEMENT OF AGRICULTURAL SOILS
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TARGET EJP SOIL EXPECTED IMPACT AND EU MISSION SOIL OBJECTIVES

Applicability:
all climatic zones according to
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