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DEVELOPING A RESEARCH 
FRAMEWORK
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education

Societal 
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DOCTORAL EDUCATION
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Torn curriculum (Sonesson & Bengtsen, forthcoming)
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The fourth domain of the PhD? 
(Bengtsen, 2020; Bengtsen, 2021; Elliot et al, 2020)
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SOCIETAL IMPACT
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Societal impact 
(Belfiore, 2014; Benneworth, 2015; Hazelkorn, 2015; McCowan, 2018)

Impact levels Macro (societal)
Knowledge economy
Democracy
Happiness 

Meso (institutional)
Employability 
Educational policy
Doctoral curriculum

Micro (pedagogical)
PhD project
Learning trajectory
Doctoral supervision

Impact issues Pragmatic
How to measure 
impact?

Conceptual
What do we mean by 
impact?

Political
What counts as 
impact?

Ethical 
Are the impact 
definitions 
academically 
desirable?

Impact types Economical Political Social Cultural Technological 

Impact variation Duration
Short or long term

Trajecotory
Direct or indirect

Destination
Individual, collective

Intensity 
Strength and depth

Impact perils Normativity
Inscribed agendas
Favourism 
Hierarchies

Linear relationship
Linear causality
Multiple directions 
Butterfly effects

Unpredictability
Immediate effect
Delayed effect (lag)
Mode 1 or mode 2

Measurement
Quantitative
Qualitative
(In)commensurable?

Instrumentalization
Instrumental value
Intrinsic value 
Academic freedom?
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THE HUMANITIES
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(Johansson, 2020, p.33)

“[The] branch of learning concerned with human culture; the
academic subjects collectively comprising this branch of
learning, as history, literature, ancient and modern languages,
law, philosophy, art, and music.”
- Oxford English Dictionary (quoted in Collini, 2012, p.63)

“[T]he meaning-making practices of human culture, past and
present, focusing on interpretation and critical evaluation,
primarily in terms of the individual response and with an
ineliminable element of subjectivity.” (Small, 2016, p.23)

“[The] collection of disciplines which attempt to understand,
across barriers of time and culture, the actions and creations of
other human beings considered as bearers of meaning, where
the emphasis tends to fall on matters to do with individual and
cultural distinctiveness and not on matters which are primarily
susceptible to characterization in purely statistical or biological
terms.” (Collini, 2012, p.64)

Definitions
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Levels Examples

Philosophical Universal and essential meaning and potential of the humanities within society: 
Democracy, academic citizenship, public good, common good, ecological university 
(Barnett, 2018; Collini, 2012; Nixon, 2012; Nussbaum, 2010)

Historical Dynamic life with shifting prestige and favour according to political climate of the day:
Medieval university, scientific revolution, enlightenment university, industrial revolution 
(Barnett, 2011; Clark, 2006; De-Ridder Symoens, 2003; Gertz, 2015)

Cultural Relation between the university and current debates within society and culture:
Knowledge society, neoliberal management, social justice, epistemic justice, activism
(Davids & Waghid, 2021; de Sousa Santos, 2016; Kerr, 1963; McArthur, 2013; Snow 1959)

Disciplinary The attempt to identify, separate and categorise certain humanist disciplines (faculties): 
Interdisciplinarity, transdiscipliarity, transhumanism, posthumanism, permeable boundaries
(Braidotti, 2013; Connolly, 2017; Haraway, 2016; Pedersen et al, 2015)

National Academic traditions and policy debates influence on how we categorise the humanities: 
Education (DK vs. UK), national ‘storytelling’ (textbooks), policy debates (Studium Generale)
(Collin & Køppe, 2014; Emmeche et al, 2018; Kjørup, 1996; Wright et al, 2020)

Institutional Institutional traditions, policy, and leadership influence on local categorisations of HUM: 
Humanities, Social Sciences, Theology: Psychology (AAU vs. AU & KU), Theology (AU vs. KU)
(Johansson, 2020; Johansson et al, 2018)
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RESEARCH FRAMEWORK 
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