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FIELDWORK 
The fieldwork took place at the University of Holguin. Located in the Municipality of Holguin, 

in the homonymous province of Cuba (see Figures 1–3), it is one of the 50 institutions making 

up the network of Cuban higher education. 

 
Figure 1 – Cuba showing provinces (Holguin province is in the east and coloured brown). 

 

 
Figure 2 – Province of Holguin showing the municipalities. 



 
 

 
Figure 3 – Holguin Municipality. 

 

The higher education institutions are all over the country (Figure 4). Most provinces have 2 

universities. Holguin province has 3, and Havana hosts 10 institutions, including the best-

known-ranked research centres and universities. It contributes to the unequal landscape of 

researchers, students, sources, and produced knowledge. 

 

Figure 4 – Distributions of Cuban higher education institutions (MES, 2019). 

 

 



 
 

Then, a principal site of research and from where pieces of studies have produced the most, 

Havana, is on show in the Cuban higher education studies field (see the Project description for 

references). In contrast, most parts of the country remain hidden from this field of study. 

Likewise, the east of Cuba has been labelled the most disadvantaged region and 

underrepresented in all social sciences-oriented studies. Given this scenario, it is necessary to 

explore university contexts beyond Havana.  

On the other hand, there are historical and existing rates of unequal development in the Oriente 

(east of Cuba). As highlighted by Feinberg (2019), “government investment policies have 

accentuated the re-emerging regional inequalities” (p. 7). Investment in recent years has 

benefited Havana, whereas “national investments channelled to the five eastern provinces 

declined from 23% in 2010 to only 15% by 2017” (p. 7). 

Among the universities attached to the Ministry of Higher Education in the Oriente, and given 

my linked background to the University of Holguin, I obtained access to conduct my research 

at the Faculty of Social Sciences. Considering the tight timeframe to carry out the fieldwork, it 

was helpful to shorten the time span for meeting people and making connections.   

Since 2015, the University of Holguin has had four campuses spread throughout the city (see 

Figure 4, campuses are marked in yellow). The Faculty of Social Sciences at the Campus ‘Celia 

Sanchez Manduley’ (see Figure 5) was the largest research site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Campus  

‘Celia Sanchez Manduley’ 

Figure 5 - University of Holguin's Campuses 



 
 

 

The fieldwork lasted almost three months, during which time group and individual interviews, 

participant observation, informal conversations, and document reviews were carried out. 

Participants included:  

• Faculty of Social Sciences  

 Teachers 

 Current and former students 

 Heads of Departments 

 The Dean and a Vice-Dean 

 Administrative staff 

 The Director of a Centre for Research 

• University of Holguin  

 Leaders 

 Administrative staff 

• Ministry of Higher Education 

 A leader 

Observed activities addressed include: 

Figure 6 - Campus 'Celia Sanchez Manduley' 



 
 

• Faculty corridors and outside spaces 

• Vegetable orchard time 

• One Faculty steering council meeting 

• Dean’s activities 

• One Department meeting 

• Meetings for organising a scientific event 

• Outreach activities 

• Facebook publications 
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