
The Danish Mathematical 
Society

Founded in 1873



Danish mathematics - a sad story!
(unlike astronomy and physics)

• Copenhagen University (KU) 1476

• First professorship of mathematics KU 1621

• Military schools from 1701

• The Royal Society 1742

• The Polytechnical Highschool 1829

• The Faculty of Natural Science 1850

• Second position in mathematics at KU 1871



In 1871 two young mathematicians were
appointed, one at Copenhagen University and 

the other at the Polytechnical Highschool.
They dominated Danish mathematics until 1910. 



THE MODERN BREAKTROUGH 1871 -

• Social Democratic Party 1871

• Danish Women’s Society 1871

• The Danish Bank 1871

• Jyllands-Posten 1871

• The Carlsberg Laboratory 1871

• First Kindergarten in Denmark 1871

• State Life Insurance Comp. 1871

• The Economics Society 1872

• Life Insurance Comp. HAFNIA 1872

• Tuborg 1873

• The Mathematical Society 1873



Founding years of national mathematical societies



The founding fathers of the Danish 
Mathematical Society 1873



The foundation, October 8th 1873

The lowest temperature that day was 12,0, but the average 11,15.



Thorvald N. Thiele (1838-1910)



HAFNIA INSURANCE, Copenhagen, 1872

Mosaic floor in the entrance hall What is the secret?

• Designed by Thiele

• Gaussian integers, coloured red or 
green if it is a quadratic residue
modulo 71 (discovered by Steffen 
Lauritzen et al) – except in 9 
places! Otherwise colour white

• What is the difference between red 
and green??

• Note that 71 is a prime, also in the 
ring of Gaussian integers



Julius Petersen 1839-1910



Methods and Theories for Geometrical
Constructions,  1866, 1879, …,1959 
Denmark, 1960 USA, 1991 France



Petersen to Thiele 1875
Mr. Director Dr. Phil. Thiele,

Please arrange my talk on the day
of your wish. I shall however
attend a carnival on Thursday, so 
it may be a little hard on me, but 
when I give the talk myself the 
audience will be more exposed to 
falling asleep than I will. I shall
present some applications of 
”inverse” figures.



Hjeronymus Georg Zeuthen 1839-1920



The Royal Society 1897 (with Thiele in the middle front, Zeuthen 
right front, and Petersen to the right behind Zeuthen)



The next generation 
1904                  1910

Harald and Niels Bohr Zeuthen and Harald Bohr





The Olympic Games in London
The Danish soccer team, playing England in the final (Oct. 24, 1908)

(Denmark lost 0-2)

Harald Bohr in top row, number four from left



Brief Overview of the history of the Danish 
Mathematical Society

• 1873 National society for all interested in mathematics, 
teachers and researchers, operating in Copenhagen

• 1920 Increasing internationalization and forum for 
mathematical research mainly

• 1934 Department of Mathematics, Copenhagen University

• Harald Bohr, president 1926–1929 and 1937–1951

• 1951 Slowly decreasing importance

• 2000 Quickly decreasing importance – going digital have made  
things both better and worse



David Hilbert visited the Mathematical Society 1923



From the Guestbook:  1961-1966



THANK YOU!

• The EMS/DMF Joint Mathematical Weekend is the most 
prestigeous arrangement, with DMF involved, for more than 10 
years

• Maybe this will help create a new begining for DMF

• THANK YOU for your support !


