Agriculture meets climate protection

When peatlands are drained, large quantities of greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide, methane
and nitrous oxide have an impact. One way out of the dilemma between the use of peatland soils
and climate protection could be paludiculture.

One test area in southern Germany is managed by the ARGE Donaumoos. Paludiculture describes
wet areas on which sedges, reed cane or cattails are grown in order to use them energetically or as
building materials. Rewetting peatlands and use them for agriculture.

10 t dry matter yield per hectare can be achieved annually with ‘paludiculture’. Paludiculture thus
offers an approach to extract renewable raw materials on agriculturally used peat soils without
competing with food production.

The necessary cultivation and harvesting technology is already available on the market, but there is
still room for improvement. In addition, the first thing to do is to create cross-company organizations
for peatland management, for example producer groups.

There is also a need for optimization in the energetic and building material utilization of the peatland
products and in the development of value chains. It is only worthwhile for farmers to switch to this
type of use if the marketing chains are stable.










