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Anecic earthworms are “ecosystem engineers”
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How we did it

 Found openings of natural earthworm burrows at the soil surface

e Placed plant litter enriched in 13C and N stable isotopes around them

e (ollected topsoil after ~50 days

 Took small concentric layers around the burrows (0-2. 2-4, 4-8 and 50-80 mm)

e Measured soil §'3C and 6*°N signatures

e In study 2, analysed sugar composition of SOM and identified protists
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