The Danish Mathematical

Society
Founded in 1873



Danish mathematics - a sad story!
(unlike astronomy and physics)

e Copenhagen University (KU) 1476

* First professorship of mathematics KU 1621
. Mllltary schools from 1701

 The Royal Society 1742

* The Polytechnical Highschool 1829

 The Faculty of Natural Science 1850

e Second position in mathematics at KU 1871




In 1871 two young mathematicians were
appointed, one at Copenhagen University and

the other at the Polytechnical Highschool.
They dominated Danish mathematics until 1910.

H. G. Zeuthen - Julius Petersen
(1839-1920) (1839-1910)



THE MODERN BREAKTROUGH 1871 -
—g”

Social Democratic Party 1871
Danish Women’s Society 1871

The Danish Bank 1871
Jyllands-Posten 1871

The Carlsberg Laboratory 1871
First Kindergarten in Denmark 1871
State Life Insurance Comp. 1871
The Economics Society 1872

Life Insurance Comp. HAFNIA 1872
Tuborg 1873

The Mathematical Society 1873



Founding years of national mathematical societies




The founding fathers of the Danish
Mathematical Society 1873

]

o
\’ j

\ {
|




The foundation, October 8th 1873

BERLIvGS KK Y IDENDE
e - ' 'DEWDE

. A0- 4ARF2

W:'w at con-
abn er dber igaar |

ammuw Mm Mebe nt Ma-
af Univerfitetets R

Haiéiu gt..vvocte
Varme. i| Yarme.
!

i

1.8
0,6

The lowest temperature that day was 12,0, but the average 11,15.




Thorvald N. Thiele (1838-1910)
|
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HAFNIA INSURANCE, Copenhagen, 1872

Mosaic floor in the entrance hall What is the secret?
* Designed by Thiele

e Gaussian integers, coloured red or
green if it is a quadratic residue
modulo 71 (discovered by Steffen
Lauritzen et al) — exceptin 9
places! Otherwise colour white

* What is the difference between red
and green??

* Note that 71 is a prime, also in the
ring of Gaussian integers




Julius Petersen 1839-1910
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Methods and Theories for Geometrical
Constructions, 1866, 1879, ...,1959
Denmark, 1960 USA, 1991 France

METHODS AND THEORIES

EOR THE SOLUTION OF

LES GRANDS CLASSIQUES GAUTHIER-VILLARS

PROBLEMS OF GEOMETRICAL CONSTRUCTIONS ¢ Julius PETERSEN

APPLIED TO 410 PROBLEMS

BY

PROBLEMES

JULIUS PETERSEN,

PROFESSOR AT THE ROYAL POLYTECHNIC SCHOOL AT COPENHAGEN

) =i
AND MEMBER OF THE ROYAL DANISH SOCIETY OF SCIENCE. L :
1 have tried to analyze the train of ideas, which led to"tl.e so-

CONSTRUCTIONS
lution of each, and to classify these into general rules. If = AT 8 IR
therefore my solutions differ from those of cther autlhors and | GEO‘N IETRIQL E“b

in cases may appear more complicated, it is because I have
preferred methodical solutions to those beariiﬁ'g the starp of-
pure accident. ! !

Method is my principal object; the key to the Tclutiu,s,
has in most cases only been indicated, while the detailed. dis-,
cussion has been left to the reader or the teacher. ;

Only few figures have been inserted; a figure is best . der
stoo”. and remembered when one has seen it in oches of
cou fruction. My idea is to have the scholar W(;Ijk through
th- ook and not simply peruse it. :

EDITIONS
JACQUES GABAY

9 Copenhagen 1879.

Jurws PETERSEN.

~



Petersen to Thiele 1875

Mr. Director Dr. Phil. Thiele,

Please arrange my talk on the day
of your wish. | shall however
attend a carnival on Thursday, so
it may be a little hard on me, but
when | give the talk myself the
audience will be more exposed to
falling asleep than I will. | shall
present some applications of
“inverse” figures.




Hjeronymus Georg Zeuthen 1839-1920

B.G. TEUBNERS SAMMLUNG VON LEHRBUCHERN — -
AUF DEM GEBIETE DER

MATHEMATISCHEN WISSENSCHAFTEN
MIT EINBCHLUSS IHRER ANWENDUNGER

LEHRBUCH
DER ABZAHLENDEN METHODEN .
DER GEOMETRIE

VON
H. ¢. ZEUTHEN 7

MIT 38 FIGUREN IM TEXT

P o S 5
s

gt

R
A "
&' @u‘,m‘, S

LETPZIG UND BERLIN
DRUCK UND VERLAG VON B. G. TEUBNER
1914

Source gallica.bnf.fr / Polytechnique




The Royal Society 1897 (with Thiele in the middle front, Zeuthen
right front, and Petersen to the rlght behlnd Zeuthen)




The next generation
1904

Harald and Niels Bohr

1910

Zeuthen and Harald Bohr
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The Olympic Games in London

The Danish soccer team, playing England in the final (Oct. 24, 1908)
(Denmark lost 0-2)
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Harald Bohr in top row, number four from left



Brief Overview of the history of the Danish

Mathematical Society
1873 National society for all interested in mathematics,
teachers and researchers, operating in Copenhagen

1920 Increasing internationalization and forum for
mathematical research mainly

1934 Department of Mathematics, Copenhagen University
Harald Bohr, president 1926—-1929 and 1937-1951
1951 Slowly decreasing importance

2000 Quickly decreasing importance — going digital have made
things both better and worse




David Hilbert visited the Mathematical Society 1923




From the Guestbook: 1961-1966




THANK YOU!

* The EMS/DMF Joint Mathematical Weekend is the most

prestigeous arrangement, with DMF involved, for more than 10
years

* Maybe this will help create a new begining for DMF
* THANK YOU for your support !



